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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to ensure publication. 

CHRISTMAS WEEK IN THE LANKENAU HOSPITAL, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Dear Editor: Christmas is, apparently, the most wonderful celebration that 
Christianity hath endowed to mankind. In the Lankenau Hospital, the medical 
staff, the internes, the nursing force, the patients, and the servants are all given 
an equal opportunity to indulge in the beautiful worship which is made possible 
by the numerous services held in the various wards and departments. The 
hospital is converted into a veritable fairyland by means of holly, mountain laurel, 
evergreen and Christmas trees. The Christmas service for the patients is cele- 
brated one afternoon in Christmas week. Ministers from various Lutheran 
churches in Philadelphia officiate. An address appropriate to the occasion is 
given and Christmas carols are sung at this service. Gifts are distributed by 
the supervisors and house mother and the gratitude of the patients is not only 
made known by words of appreciation but by the shining eyes and beaming faces 
which meet one everywhere. On Christmas morning, a group of pupil nurses, 
rising early, sing carols to the patients. The Christmas festival for the pupil 
and graduate nurses is held on one of the evenings of Christmas week. After a 
short address and the singing of Christmas songs the nurses spontaneously drift 
back with the memories of childhood and catch the contagious spirit of Christmas 
joy in opening gifts and feasting on Christmas goodies. The Christmas service 
for the deaconesses is held in the Chapel of the Drexel Home. The doctors and 
nurses are invited to this service. An impressive Christmas program is rendered. 
Christmas in the dispensary and social department of the hospital requires a 
special afternoon of Christmas week. Useful gifts have been prepared by the 
social service and dispensary workers. A tree and a room are made festive and 
the poor in whom this department is interested are given a real Christmas. 
After a short service, gifts are dispensed and refreshments are served. The 
real joy awakened in the lives of these recipients brings to those who make 
possible this result that keen sense of satisfaction which is the greatest possible 
reward. There is also a festival for the servants, the gifts being prepared by 
deaconesses. The master thought of the authorities of the Lankenau Hospital 
and Drexel Home is to bring a real Christmas to every person connected with the 
institutions. The light of the Christmas Star thus sheds its wonderful message 
and brings peace and love into the hearts of all those whose minds can be pene- 
trated by its kindly rays. 

E. B. 

THE COMPLICATION OVER REGISTRATION FEES IN ENGLAND 

I. 

Dear Editor: May I, an English subscriber to The American Journal of 
Nursing, draw the attention of your readers to a very misleading paragraph 
under the Foreign Department of the October number of the Journal? It 
reads, — "Early in its history, at a time when the college (The College of Nurs- 
ing) probably expected to control state registration, it made nurses the following 
promise: 'If, therefore, you are on the College Register, you will automatically 
and without further fee be placed upon the State Register when the Nurses Regis- 
tration Bill is passed.' " The writer goes on to say, — "Attracted by this promise, 
many nurses, we have been told 15,000 in all, registered with the college by paying 
it their fees." Now, what are the facts? The writer is quoting piecemeal, and 
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